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 Instructions for Catalog Use 
 

School:  This year each participating school has chosen either 5 or 10 units  

to use during the school year. Please check how many units your school 

has designated before you schedule an artist. Selections may be made 

by the principal, an individual teacher, or a designated coordinating 

teacher. 

 

Artist Units: General guidelines for an artist unit is a 45-minute presentation 

to one grade level. However, given the varied nature of arts experiences 

offered in the catalog, schools and individual artists can determine to-

gether how many units a presentation requires. ARTSBRIDGE can provide 

additional guidance if necessary. Schools are responsible for keeping rec-

ords of numbers of artist units used. All units must be used during this 

school year. Also this year you will have the option to use 1/2 credits for 

single classroom presentations. Our hopes are that you will be able to 

schedule catalog artists more frequently and for smaller groups at a time. 

Units cannot be transferred from one school to another. This is to ensure 

students in every participating school can enjoy all artist presentations 

(units) allotted to their school. 

 

1. Teacher contacts artist and schedules dates/times of presentation at 

school. Teacher and artist confirm number of units to be used (see 

above guidelines). Artist will inform ARTSBRIDGE of presentations sched-

uled. Artist will send the school a Study Guide prior to performance. 

2. On the day of the performance, make a copy of the Catalog Form. 

The teacher and the artist fill out this form after the presentation is com-

pleted.  

3. The ARTIST is responsible for submitting the form to ARTSBRIDGE for pay-

ment. Please use teacher evaluation form to provide feedback to 

ARTSBRIDGE. 

 
Please do not hesitate to call Artsbridge Programs Coordinator for any clarification of 

the above. Should you have any difficulties with scheduling or related performances, 

we ask you let ARTSBRIDGE know immediately: 304-428-3988 or artdiane7@gmail.com  

 

We appreciate all constructive feedback. 
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Schools Participating  

in Artsbridge Programs 

Catalog & Tour Series 

Belpre City Schools, OH 
 Belpre Elementary  
 
Warren Local Schools, OH 
 

Tour Series only 
 Warren Middle School 
 

Catalog & Tour Series 
 Warren Elementary 
 
 

Marietta City Schools, OH 
 

Catalog & Tour Series 
 Phillips Elementary 
 Washington Elementary 
 
 
Tour Series only  

Jackson County Schools 
 Cottageville Elementary  
 Evans Elementary  
 Fairplain Elementary  
 Gilmore Elementary  
 Kenna Elementary  
 Henry J Kaiser Elementary  
 Ravenswood Grade  
 Ripley Elementary  

 
 
 
 

Tour Series only  

Pleasants County Schools 
 Belmont Elementary  
 St. Marys Elementary  
 Pleasants County Middle  
 

 
Tour Series only  

Ritchie County Schools 
 Harrisville Elementary 
 Creed Collins Elementary 
 Smithville Elementary 
 Ritchie County Middle 

 
Catalog & Tour Series 

Wood County Schools 
 

 Blennerhassett Elementary  
 Criss Elementary 
 Emerson Elementary 
 Fairplains Elementary 
 Franklin Elementary 
 Gihon Elementary 
 Greenmont Elementary 
 Jefferson Elementary 
 Kanawha Elementary 
 Lubeck Elementary 
 Madison Elementary 
 Martin Elementary 
 Mineral Wells Elementary 
 Neale Elementary 
 Vienna Elementary 
 Williamstown-Waverly Elementary 
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https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=35&school_id=201
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=35&school_id=203
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=35&school_id=204
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=35&school_id=205
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=35&school_id=206
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=35&school_id=207
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=35&school_id=208
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=35&school_id=209
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=67&school_id=201
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=67&school_id=202
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=77&school_id=204
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=77&school_id=205
https://wvde.state.wv.us/ed_directory/index.html?county_id=77&school_id=207


Catalog Artists 
 Please use our catalog website for more complete information on each artist.  

www.artsbridgeonline.org 

 

  Visual Arts 
 
 

J.D. Williamson - Cartoon Art/Storyteller  
304-375-7888; 304-654-2106 email: cartoonstogo@hotmail.com or  
message on Facebook under Cartoon Fun with J.D. Williamson or James D. Williamson  
 

PBS Storyteller, Author, Singer, and Artist J.D. Williamson will amaze and astound your students with his humorous 
and zany educational entertainment programs. J.D. sings and tells stories while drawing with audience participation. 
J.D. offers a variety of shows: “Buckeye and Mountaineer History Heroes! Read it, Write it, Tell it!”, “The Reading Ex-
press: Johann Gutenberg is Texting You!, “Anti-Bullying Programs: Character Counts and Manners Matter“, Thomas 
Nast: Civil War Artist”, “The Secret of Silence Dogwood: America’s First Editorial Cartoonist (Ben Franklin), and The 
World’s Geography. Besides Ohio True and Tall Tales, J.D. Williamson also performs Tales about his home state of 
WV. J.D. can design programs to meet specific learning goals and current classroom topics on request from teachers, 
with some advance notice. All presentations include student participation. Grades K-6; 45 minute programs to all day 
visits are available, flexible with ample notice. Requirements: Microphone for large auditorium audiences.  
 

Visual Art Standard: Explore: Explore, examine and discuss how subjects, symbols, and ideas visually communicate meaning in art.  
 
 

Michelle Waters - Artist, Photographer  
Cell: 304-481-0212, email: michelle@michellewaters.com (text or email contact preferred please) 
 

Printmaking: Students will learn about different printmaking and stamping techniques, made with found objects and seasonal 
supplies. This class will be adaptable, and can be offered online or in-person. Class size only, K-6, 45 min. 
  
Visual Art Standard: Explore: Identify media and materials used in creating art; understand processes and techniques in creating art. Creating: 
Apply problem-solving skills in creating two dimensional and 3-dimensional works of art; use materials and tools in a safe and responsible manner.  
 

 
 
 

 Theatre  
 

Carolina Alvarez-Lang  - Theater/Actor’s Craft 
917-951-2753, email:alvarez.carolina.2010@gmail.com 
 
 

Carolina is an actress, director, writer, and educator whose interactive performances and presentations are engaging, 
educational, and entertaining. She offers two different booking opportunities for K-6 schools with Artsbridge credits: 1) 
acting classes, including actor warm-ups, acting skills, improvisation, and play-making, for both K-2nd graders and 3rd-
6th graders (45 minutes long), and 2) performances of her originally-written solo show, MARGARET, for 4th-6th graders 
(30-minute performance followed by a 15-minute Q&A). In MARGARET, Carolina plays European aristocrat Margaret 
Blennerhassett, who, along with her husband, journeyed to the Mid-Ohio Valley in 1796, building a palatial mansion and 
a legacy which has fascinated historians for over two centuries. During the 15-minute Q&A session that follows the per-
formance, Carolina gives students the opportunity to first speak with the character, and then with Carolina herself. 
 

Acting Class Bookings: Grades K-2 and grades 3-6; 45-minute presentations; two 45-minute sessions (2 units) per 
day maximum, with block booking preferred. Auditorium, large classroom, or open library space needed.  

Performance Bookings: Grades 4-6; 45-minute presentations; two 45-minute sessions (2 units) per day maximum, 
with block booking preferred; cordless microphone and a large classroom, auditorium, or open library space needed. 

 

Standard: Explore: Construct meaning by analyzing, comparing, critiquing, and integrating concepts from theatre from a variety of contexts and 
cultures. Connect: Analyze information related to historical, cultural, and social contexts of plays and characters. 

  theatre  
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  theatre continued 
  

 
 
 
Andrew Clovis - Theater Arts  
304-266-6358; e-mail: wardwellsmercy@gmail.com 
  

Andrew skillfully involves students in a hands-on demonstration of theatrical make-up and/or masks. In addition, he 
offers workshops in “Theatre Games” for children (for large or small groups), an interactive, improvisational approach 
designed to develop basic acting skills through character development. This is a chance for students to experience 
the magic of theatre arts! Grades K-6—(class size groups only); 45 minutes. Availability: most days, with ample 
notice.  
 

Theatre Standard: Experiment: Experiment with a variety of ways to use the body and voice in performance. Connect: Recognize ways in which 
technical and artistic elements support a story. 
 
  

Michelle Cornell - Theater/Storyteller  
614-784-0538; e-mail: csmithberger@yahoo.com 
  

Michelle tells traditional myths, folktales, legends, and fairytales to grades pre-k to fifth grade. For younger grades 
she combines props and puppets to enhance their experience of the performance. This year she offers The Story 
Sampler for grades K-2 and Story Sampler #2 for grades 3-5. These traditional and original tales focus on cultural 
themes, character perspectives, and problems that drive the plot. The students are guided to make connections to 
topics in the language arts Common Core Curriculum. PreK will be delighted with Young Bear and his Friends! 
Michelle travels from Columbus and requires two units to cover expenses. Block bookings suggested. For a preview 
of Michelle’s storytelling, visit her web site at: michellecornell.com  
Please note: I love working in Artsbridge schools and I want to honor all booking requests but I work in a school and 
I need at lease three weeks notice to make the arrangements. 
  
Theatre Standard: Explore: Explore the impact of multiple arts disciplines on the expression of ideas and emotions in the theatre production. 
Connect: Recognize technical and artistic elements that support a story.  
 
 

J.D. Williamson - Cartoon Art/Storyteller  
304-375-7888; 304-654-2106, email: cartoonstogo@hotmail.com or message on Facebook under Cartoon Fun with J.D.  
Williamson or James D. Williamson  

PBS Storyteller, Author, Singer, and Artist J.D. Williamson will amaze and astound your students with his humorous 
and zany educational entertainment programs. J.D. sings and tells stories while drawing with audience participation. 
J.D. offers a variety of shows: “Buckeye and Mountaineer History Heroes! Read it, Write it, Tell it!”, “The Reading 
Express: Johann Gutenberg is Texting You!, “Anti-Bullying Programs: Character Counts and Manners Matter“, 
Thomas Nast: Civil War Artist”, “The Secret of Silence Dogwood: America’s First Editorial Cartoonist (Ben Franklin), 
and The World’s Geography. Besides Ohio True and Tall Tales, J.D. Williamson also performs Tales about his home 
state of WV. J.D. can design programs to meet specific learning goals and current classroom topics on request from 
teachers, with some advance notice. All presentations include student participation. Grades K-6; 45 minute programs 
to all day visits are available, flexible with ample notice. Requirements: Microphone for large auditorium audiences.  
Theatre Standard: Connect: Recognize ways in which visual arts and technical elements support a story.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Suzy Gunter - Dance  
304-422-5538; e-mail: movdance@suddenlink.net  
 

Suzy, trained in classical ballet, popular, and contemporary dance, demonstrates and teaches a variety of dance 
styles. Her program, “Dance and the Child”, is an introduction to dance for younger children. Lots of student partici-
pation and Study Guide provided. Grades 1-6, 45 minutes; gym preferred. Availability: Spring only.  
 

Dance Standard: Respond: Recognize the use of dance elements and chorographic structures in a variety of significant dance works from nu-
merous genres and historical periods.  

 dance 
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 music 

  dance (continued) 

 
Lawrence R. Greene - African Drum and Dance  
Cell: 740-444-1407 email:ugataseeds@gmail.com  
 

Yankadi/Macru African drum and dance celebration is a large group or all school event. Lawrence and a dancer from 
Ugata will be leading this interactive performance. They will be sharing dances from parts of the African world. Stu-
dents will have a chance to play with the drums and percussion as well as a chance to learn the Yankadi/Macru 
dance steps. These dances are traditionally done during a full moon in West Africa and are usually paired to-
gether.45-60 minutes Study guide provided; flexible availability.  
 

Dance Standard: Perform: Develop and practice elements and skills in performing dance. Connect: Observe and compare culturally diverse 
dances.  
 
 

Mark Reeder - Yoga  
304-210-3571 (Call or text)  

Mark has been teaching yoga for over 10 years. His classroom yoga lessons bring students into the present mo-
ment, the most basic requirement for learning, and provides students with healthy ways to express, balance, and 
regulate their emotions and behavior. Yoga gives opportunities for beneficial motor breaks throughout the day and  
improves mind/body awareness and self-awareness. Study guide available. Grades K-6; 45 minutes.  
Requirements: prefer large room or gym-yoga or gym mats are nice but not necessary.  
 

Dance Standard: Create: Recognize and generate abstract movement to ideas, experiences, feelings or images. Perform: Use consistent, appro-
priate etiquette as a dancer, performer and observer.  

Mus 

  
    
Megan Bee - Singer, Songwriter, Multi-instrumentalist  
740-590-5193; email:meganbeemusic@gmail.com; webpage:www.meganbeemusic.com 
  

Megan Bee is an award-winning singer-songwriter who has been touring and recording for the past 10 years. Be-
tween tours she works with a variety of children’s summer camps, environmental education programs, library pro-
grams, and artist in residency positions. She offers a songwriting program where students create an original song 
together using brainstorming, writing prompts, metaphor, sensory writing, and melody during two classroom visits. 
She also offers a 45 minute hands-on workshop for younger kids where she introduces a variety of stringed instru-
ments while sharing interactive sing-alongs, rhythm games, and improvisation. Time: 45-60 minutes (2 visits for 
songwriting); availability flexible with notice; Study Guide provided.  
 

Music Standard: Creating: Improvise melodies, variations and accompaniments. Perform: Sing alone and with others a varied repertoire of mu-
sic. Creating: Compose and arrange music within specified guidelines; Improvise a melodic or rhythmic response.  

 
 
Todd Burge - Singer/Songwriter/Guitarist  
Live Concerts and Songwriting Workshops  
Ukulele and Harmonica; 304-481-2766; toddburgemusic@gmail.com; https://www.facebook.com/toddburgeforkids; 
www.toddburgeforkids.com  
 

Todd, a talented and versatile performer, has a wealth of musical experience and enthusiasm. He shares his crea-
tive process with students while leading them in a songwriting workshop. Together, they will kick start an original 
song. The finished tune will be posted online for the kids to learn, and later sing along with Todd, as he performs in 
concert for the entire assembly! This process is unique and engaging as your school and children will have a song 
that will last a lifetime. Grades: K-6; song writing workshop — 45 mins to an hour – Study guide provided. Musical 
concert — 45 min.; availability: flexible with ample notice. Todd can do concerts without the workshops if time is re-
stricted. Todd Burge is a nationally known, full time touring singer/songwriter from Parkersburg, WV, who studied at 
West Virginia University. Burge has performed his original music at hundreds of venues including local stages, and 
the Kennedy Center, NPR’s Mountain Stage, and The Country Music Hall of Fame. Todd has performed and toured 
with a long list of national entertainers and has coordinated songwriting workshops for the Mountain Stage New Song 
Festival. Todd has been invited to Morgantown, WV this fall to teach the very first songwriting course West Virginia 
University has ever offered. At the end of the semester, WVU will release an album of songs created by the students.  
 

Music Standard: Creating: Improvise melodies, variations and accompaniments. Perform: Sing alone and with others a varied repertoire of music. 
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Scott Cain - Traditional Folk Music  
304-428-3376; cell 304-482-3992; email: scottdavidcain@gmail.com. 
  

With 35 years’ experience in the music and entertainment industry, Scott is an excellent choice for introducing stu-
dents to traditional folk instruments, including the hammered and mountain dulcimers, Native American flutes, and 
percussion instruments. Interactive program with student participation. Grades K-6; 45 minutes. Availability: all 
school year with notice. Study guide provided.  
 

Music Standard: Relating: Understand music in relation to history and culture. Performing: Perform on instruments, alone and with others a var-
ied repertoire of music.  
  
 

Amanda DeBarr - Stevens-Vocalist  
304-481-4330; e-mail: mandystevens769@gmail.com  
 

Amanda is a vocal performer with a rich history in musical theater. Her performance is in a concert-format. Having 
been a voice teacher, choir director, member of the vocal group ShhhBang, and member of MIXX and the Starliters 
band, her presentation brings characters to life through song. She also includes popular songs familiar to children. 
She can perform for a single grade, whole school, or any combination. Approx. 50 minutes.  
Availability: Monday through Friday with plenty of notice. Only requirement: an electric outlet.  
 

Music Standard: Relating: Understanding relationships between music and the other arts. Relating: Demonstrate social responsibility through 
appropriate concert etiquette.  
 
 

Mark Doebrich - Guitarist  
cell 740-336-4183 Email: gradearocknroll@gmail.com  
 

Mark, a retired educator, has taught guitar and performance skills in the Mid-Ohio Valley for the past twenty-one 
years. His program, “High Schools That Rock” models the Blues in the Schools format. Mark gets students involved 
by using a “call and respond” type activity that activates students to play an “open tuned guitar” as their partner ver-
balizes later with a modern day verbal response. Guitars are tuned to “open G” and students use “slides" to locate 
the 4th and 5th phrase after students strum the initial open chord. Mark brings a dozen guitars to your classroom and 
with 30 minutes, students are playing and singing songs using simple I, IV, V chord progressions. Rock, folk and 
blues genres lend themselves to “open tuning” and all students can participate. Mark, having been a classroom 
teacher and school administrator, connects easily with students. Grades K-6. Music lesson is best presented to 
classrooms with 24 or fewer students. Study Guide provided. Lesson in 45 minutes. Schools may arrange multiple 
classroom presentations during the same day.  

 
Music Standard: Performing: Perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. Creating: Compose and arrange music 
within specified guidelines.  
 
 

John Gallagher - Guitarist/Singer  
W: 304-422-5010; email: jgallagher53@yahoo.com  
 

John, who has taught guitar and performed locally for many years, punctuates his repertoire of musical selections 
with explanations of different types of guitars and musical styles. Jazz, rock, rhythm and blues, popular songs, he 
performs them all. John explains how to write a song, how sound is produced and much more. Study guide provided. 
Grades: K-6; 45 minutes: availability-mornings preferred. 8:30-11:00 am.; can arrange some afternoon presentations 
with ample notice. Requirements: small school P.A. system if possible, but can provide own when necessary. (2 
units for “whole school” performances in gym/auditorium)  
 

Music Standard: Performing: Perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. Creating: Compose and arrange music 
within specified guidelines.  
 
 

Lawrence R. Greene - African Drum and Dance  
Cell: 740-444-1407, ugataseeds@gmail.com  
 

Lawrence will bring drums and percussion to your classroom for an educational drum and dance circle. Using drums 
from around the world, shakers and body percussions, we will make beautiful music. He has 25 years of experience  
with children. Lawrence plays West African drums for classes at Factory Street Studio in Athens, Ohio where he has 
a fiscal sponsorship and for Ugata a Pan African group focused on education entertainment and the environment. 
This is a great class for covering African History, the Islamic Golden Age in Africa, and the cultural roots of Africa be-
fore the slave trade. 45-60 minutes. Study guide provided; flexible availability.  
 

Music Standard: Relating: Understand music in relation to history and culture. Performing: Perform on instruments alone, and with others a var-
ied repertoire of music. Creating: Improvise a melodic or rhythmic response. 
 
 

  Music Continued 
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John Horne - Guitarist  
740-591-7235; johnhorneguitar@gmail.com; www.johnhorneguitar.com  
 

John demonstrates a variety of guitars and types of music. Short performances of classical, blues, jazz, and rock 
music demonstrate how each instrument’s unique sound and style has impacted our music and culture. John also 
offers song-writing workshops for classroom-size or smaller groups in which he uses popular American song forms 
as a template for students to create their own lyrics and music. (workshops require whiteboard or similar writing sur-
face.) Grades K-6; 45 minutes. Availability: flexible with notice; Requirements: microphone system in larger room.  
 

Music Standard: Performing: Perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. Relating: Understand music in relation 
to history and culture. Creating: Compose and arrange music within specified guidelines.  
  
 

Michael “Moon” Mullen - Appalachian Folk Music  
Cell: 740-350-0317; e-mail: cmullendesign@sbcglobal.net  
 

   Michael Moon Mullen has been bringing his high-energy style of Appalachian folk and original music to local Pre-K 
through 6th grade students for over 35 years. As an Artsbridge catalog artist since 1986, Moon has shared songs 
(with lots of audience participation), quirky stories, multiple acoustic instruments (guitar, banjo, dulcimer, mandolin, 
harmonica, mouth bow, and a variety of percussion instruments), ...and an occasional square dance with over 
25,000 youngsters. 
   In advance of presentations, school and music educators receive a 20 minute video that Moon produced, 
“Folkwise: An Appalachian Musical Experience” and audio materials to prep students. 
   In addition to all-school presentations being available, the last two years have necessitated smaller classroom set-
tings. Multiple schools and music educators have utilized this mini-artist in residence format, where students have 
the opportunity to “play” a variety of musical instruments and participate in singalongs with an up close and personal 
experience. 
 

Music Standard: Relating: Understand music in relation to history and culture. Exploring: Listen to, analyze and describe types of music.  
 
 

Cynthia Puls - String Music  
304-422-0509; cell: 304-481-8880; email: cynthia@trilliumpianotrio.com  
 

Cynthia and David, a dynamic duo, can perform together. (counts for 2 units)  

Cynthia on cello performs a variety of musical styles and offers a program that explores melody, rhythm, and compo-
sition. Interactive activities. Grades 1-6, 45 minutes, standing easel required. Study Guide provided.  
 

Music Standard: Exploring: Listen to, analyze music demonstrating rhythm, melody and harmony. Creating: Improvise a melodic or rhythmic 
response.  
 
 

David Puls - String Music  
304-422-0509; e-mail: cynthia@trilliumpianotrio.com  
Cynthia and David, a dynamic duo, can perform together. (counts for 2 units)  
 

David on violin has a program for grades K-2 which stresses rhythm and melody; for grades 3-4 a study of the world 
of strings; for grades 5-6 he adds music from many lands. Grades K-6, 45-60 minutes. Study Guide provided.  
 

Music Standard: Relating: Understand music in relation to history and culture. Exploring: Listen to, analyze music demonstrating rhythm, melody 
and harmony.  
 
 

The Trillium Piano Trio  
304-422-0509; e-mail: cynthia@trilliumpianotrio.com  
 

This combination of musical talent consists of violinist David Puls, cellist Cynthia Puls, and pianist David Cooper. 
They offer several musical programs, all of which can be geared to a variety of grade levels. They also share a con-
cert etiquette skit. Grades: K-6 approx. 1 hour; 3 units required; study guide provided.  
 

Music Standard: Relating: demonstrate social responsibility through appropriate concert etiquette.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  Music Continued 
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Catalog Artists Biographical information 
 

 

Carolina Alvarez-Lang – Theater/Actor’s Craft/Living History 
 

   Carolina has worked professionally in theater and film for 20+ years. She has been an Artsbridge 
theater teaching artist since 2012 and has taught acting courses as an adjunct at both City University 
of New York and Marietta College. Since 2014, she has performed in her one-woman shows, MAR-
GARET and FANNY, at theaters, schools, museums, and festivals; and, from 2015-2016, she worked 
as an assistant director on the film ARCADIA, by Andy J. Hall, which was shot in the MOV and Cin-
cinnati, and which premiered at People’s Bank Theater. Her acting career began over two decades 
ago, when she was cast in two summer repertory productions at The Bathhouse Theater (now Seattle 
Public Theater): Shakespeare’s “Love’s Labour’s Lost” and “The Hostage,” by Irish playwright Bren-
dan Behan. In 1997, she moved to New York City and appeared at Joseph Papp’s Public Theater, 
New York Theater Workshop, The Connelly Theater, and many others; in regional productions; and in 

a handful of films. She holds an M.F.A. in Acting, as well as Bachelor of Arts degrees in both Drama and Compara-
tive Literature, all from the University of Washington; and she has also studied abroad.  

 

 

Megan Bee-Singer, Songwriter, Multi-instrumentalist 
  
   Megan Bee is an award-winning singer-songwriter who has been touring and recording for the past 
10 years. Between tours she works with a variety of children’s summer camps, environmental educa-
tion programs, library programs, and artist in residency positions. She offers a songwriting program 
where students create an original song together using brainstorming, writing prompts, metaphor, sen-
sory writing, and melody during two classroom visits. She also offers a 45 minute hands-on workshop 
for younger kids where she introduces a variety of stringed instruments while sharing interactive sing-
alongs, rhythm games, and improvisation.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Todd Burge – Singer/Songwriter – Guitar, Ukulele and Harmonica 
 
   Todd, a talented and versatile performer, has a wealth of musical experience and enthusiasm. He 
shares his creative process with students while leading them in a songwriting workshop. Together, 
they will kick start an original song. The finished tune will be posted online for the kids to learn, and 
later sing along with Todd, as he performs in concert for the entire assembly! This process is unique 
and engaging as your school and children will have a song that will last a lifetime. 
   Todd Burge is a nationally known, full time touring singer/songwriter from Parkersburg, WV, who 
studied at West Virginia University. Burge has performed his original music at hundreds of venues 
including local stages, and the Kennedy Center, NPR’s Mountain Stage, and The Country Music Hall 
of Fame. Todd has performed and toured with a long list of national entertainers and has coordinated 

songwriting workshops for the Mountain Stage New Song Festival. 
   Todd was invited to Morgantown, WV to teach the very first songwriting course West Virginia University has ever 
offered.  WVU released an album of songs created by the students. 
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Catalog Artists Biographical information, Continued 

 

Scott Cain – Traditional Folk Instruments/Music 
 

   Scott Cain has been working professionally in the music, entertainment, and tourism industry since 
1977. Starting in Disney World’s Fife and Drum Corps, he moved to the Technical Services Depart-
ment and ultimately to designing and running sound and lights for many Disney World shows. Moving 
to Nashville, Scott became the first Lighting Director for the Country Music Television Network From 
there he went to Charlotte working in live television with Jim and Tammy Baker at the PTL Television 
Network, then back to Nashville as Lighting Director for the new Sing Out America Network. 
   Scott returned to Parkersburg to take care of his ageing parents and has been the Technical Director 
at the Smoot Theatre for over 30 years. He was a professional videographer for 15 years. Currently he 
works on Blennerhassett Island as a tour guide and musician. As he returned to WV, Scott discovered 

the rich tradition of folk music that ran through has family. He started learning to play all the instruments and music of 
his ancestors. After 30 years Scott plays a variety of stringed instruments and has learned what it means to be a tra-
ditional folk musician. Scott is comfortable playing in any situation and always looks forward to letting people discov-
er the instruments and music of his heritage. 
 

Andrew Clovis – Theater Arts 
  

   Andrew skillfully involves students in a hands-on demonstration of theatrical make-up techniques 
and/or masks. In addition he offers workshops in “Theater Games” for children, an interactive, improvi-
sational approach designed to develop basic skills through character development. This is a chance 
for students to experience the magic of theater arts! 
   Andrew Clovis received a B.A. in English Literature and B.A. in Theatre Arts from Marietta College. 
His involvement in theatre includes a variety of positions over many years: actor, technician, box office, 
tour manager, director, writer, publicist, scenic designer, lighting, costume design, make-up, props. 
Andrew was interim Head of the Theatre Department at WVUP, where is currently teaches English and 
Theatre courses. He runs an after-school drama program in Marietta for the Ely Chapman Educational 
Foundation. 

 

Michelle Cornell – Theater/Storytelling 
 

   Michelle tells traditional myths, folktales, legends, and fairytales to grades pre-k to fifth grade. For younger 
grades she combines props and puppets to enhance their experience of the performance. This year she 
offers “The Story Sampler” for grades K-2 and “Story Sampler #2” for grades 3-5. These traditional and orig-
inal tales focus on cultural themes, character perspectives, and problems that drive the plot. The students 
are guided to make connections to topics in the language arts Common Core Curriculum. Pre-k will be de-
lighted with “Young Bear and his Friends!” 
   Michelle received her B.A. in Theater at Evergreen State College, her M.F.A. in Theater at Ohio Universi-
ty, and her M.S.T. (Education) at SUNY Plattsburgh. She taught drama at Columbus Children’s Theater, 

Thurber House, Muse Machine in Dayton, OH. Michelle is a storyteller for the Greater Columbus Arts Council; Artists in 
Schools Program. She works as an actor with Cosi’s Spectrum Players and the Piatt Castles of West Liberty. 
 

 
 

Amanda DeBarr Stevens – Vocalist 
 

   Amanda is a soloist but also performs with the MIXX Band as a vocalist. She performs at fairs, con-
certs, and festivals. As a catalog artist with a rich musical theater background, she brings characters to 
life through song. Amanda tailors her concert to specific age groups, singing and interacting with stu-
dents using popular songs familiar to them. Her performance is a truly joyous celebration of song. 
   Amanda is a graduate of PHS and WVU-P and is the mother of two daughters. She performed with 
the musical group, “ShhhBang” for many years and also sings with MIXX band. She performed in pro-
ductions at the Actors Guild of Parkersburg and in TV commercials. Amanda auditioned for “American 
Idol” in Seattle, Washington. 
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Catalog Artists Biographical information, Continued 
 

Mark Doebrich – Guitarist 
 
   Mark, a retired educator, has taught guitar and performance skills in the Mid-Ohio Valley for the past 
twenty-one years. His program, “High Schools That Rock” models the Blues in the Schools format. 
Mark gets students involved by using a “call and respond” type activity that activates students to play 
an “open tuned guitar” as their partner verbalizes later with a modern day verbal response. Guitars are 
tuned to “open G” and students use “slides" to locate the 4th and 5th phrase after students strum the 
initial open chord. Mark brings a dozen guitars to your classroom and with 30 minutes, students are 
playing and singing songs using simple I, IV, V chord progressions. Rock, folk and blues genres lend 
themselves to “open tuning” and all students can participate. Mark, having been a classroom teacher  

                        and school administrator, connects easily with students.  
 

John Gallagher – Musician, Singer 

   John, who has taught guitar and performed locally for many years, punctuates his repertoire of musi-
cal selections with explanations of different types of guitars and musical styles. Jazz, rock, rhythm and 
blues, popular songs,—he performs them all. John explains how to write a song, how sound is pro-
duced and much more.  
 
 
 
 

Suzy Gunter – Dance 
 

   Suzy Gunter’s lecture/demonstrations directly involve students in dance through audience participa-
tion. Her programs include “The History of Dance”, (the minuet through dances of the ’90’s) “Social 
Dance in America,” (popular social dances), “The History of Ballet,” (classical ballet techniques). 
“Dance and the Child”, (introduction to dance for younger students). 
   Suzy has an extensive background as a dancer, choreographer and teacher. She has studied with 
Lance Westguard, David Howard, Duncan Noble, and Gus Giordano, among others. She is the Artistic 
Director and resident choreographer of the Mid-Ohio Valley Ballet in Parkersburg, WV. Suzy has 
worked with numerous schools in W.V. and Ohio for over 13 years. 

 

 

Lawrence R. Greene – African Drum & Dance 
 
   Yankadi /Macru African drum and dance celebration is a large group or all school event. Lawrence 
and a dancer from Ugata will be leading this interactive performance. They will be sharing dances from 
parts of the African world. Students will have a chance to play with the drums and percussion as well 
as a chance to learn the Yankadi /Macru dance steps. These dances are traditionally done during a full 
moon in West Africa and are usually paired together. 

 

John Horne – Guitarist 
 

   John demonstrates a variety of guitars and types of music. Short performances of classical, blues, jazz, 
and rock music demonstrate how each instrument’s unique sounds and style has impacted our music and 
culture. John also offers songwriting workshops for classroom-size or smaller groups in which he uses popu-
lar American song forms as a template for students to create their own lyrics and music. (Workshops require 
whiteboard or similar writing surface.) 
   A 1992 graduate of Duquesne University School of Music in Pittsburgh, PA, John now resides in Athens, 
Ohio, performing regularly as a soloist and with the Athens-based jazz quintet “The Jazztet”. He also enjoys 
teaching guitar and jazz improvisation and is currently working with: Ohio University, University of Rio 
Grande, National Guitar Workshop, Ohio Arts Council, and Artsbridge. 
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Catalog Artists Biographical information, Continued 

 

Moon Mullen – Appalachian Folk Music 
 

   Michael Moon Mullen has been bringing his high-energy style of Appalachian folk and original music to 
local pre-k through 6th grade students for over 35 years. As an Artsbridge catalog artist since 1986, Moon 
has shared songs (with lots of audience participation), quirky stories, multiple acoustic instruments, (guitar, 
banjo, dulcimer, mandolin, harmonica, mouth bow, a variety of percussion instruments)...and an occasional 
square dance with over 25,000 youngsters. 
   In advance of presentations, school and music educators receive a 20 minute video that Moon produced, 
“Folkwise: An Appalachian Musical Experience” and audio materials to prep students. 
   In addition to all-school presentations being available, the last two years have necessitated smaller class-
room settings. Multiple schools and music educators have utilized this mini-artist in residence format, 

where students have the opportunity to “play” a variety of musical instruments and participate in singalongs  
with an up close and personal experience.  

 

Cynthia Puls – String Music 
( Cynthia Puls and David Puls, a dynamic duo, can perform together, counts for 2 units) 

   Cynthia’s enthusiasm for sharing her knowledge and appreciation of the cello with all students is infec-
tious. Her program includes music history and a variety of musical styles. Cynthia’s approach is student-
oriented; hands-on and interactive activities are used to make learning fun. Cynthia stresses the role of the 
artists in the community and concert etiquette. 
   Cynthia Puls has been playing the cello for almost 43 years. Her teaching experience includes her pri-
vate studio, Butler University, Louisiana State University, Marietta College, and Marshall University. She 
has a B.M. from the University of Evansville and a M.M from Louisiana State University. Cynthia has per-
formed in master classes for Zara Nelsova, Nathanial Rosen and Stephen Katz, and Fritz Magg. She is a 

certified Suzuki Cello instructor, and has been teaching for over twenty years. Cynthia is founder of the Trillium Piano Trio 
which performs regularly at The Castle in Marietta, Ohio. Her performance experience spans eight states, in which she has 
played in operas, ballets, symphonies, string quartets, and solo performances. 

 

David Puls – String Music: Violin 
(David Puls and Cynthia Puls, a dynamic duo, can perform together (counts for 2 units) 

   David’s K-2 violin program includes rhythm exploration, melody matters, and music composition. His pro-
gram for grades 3-4 includes a study of the world of strings and performance practice. For grades 5-6, he 
adds music from many lands. Presentations are entertaining and informative. David connects with kids and 
motivates an interest in music. 
   David began violin studies with Harry Katzman and Carol Sindell in his home town of Portland, Oregon. 
He pursued further studies at Indiana University. He holds a Bachelor of Music from the University of Arizo-
na and a Master of Music from the University of Akron. He has been active with the West Virginia Sympho-
ny, the Wheeling Symphony, the Akron Symphony, and the Ohio Chamber Orchestra. David teaches pri-

vately and at Marietta College, performs in a variety of chamber groups, and is a member of Arts Education in Charleston. 
David is a member of the Trillium Piano Trio series at The Castle, in Marietta, OH. He currently teaches at Marietta College 
in addition to his private violin studio. 
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Catalog Artists Biographical information, Continued 

 

Mark Reeder – Yoga 
    
Mark has been a yoga instructor for over 10 years. His classroom yoga lessons bring students into 
the present moment, the most basic requirement for learning, and provides students with healthy 
ways to express, balance, and regulate their emotions and behavior. Yoga gives opportunities for 
beneficial motor breaks throughout the day and improves mind/body awareness and self-awareness. 
 
  “Mark knows his stuff and how to interact with kids!” Worthington Elementary teacher 
 
 

 
 

Trillium Piano Trio – Violin/Piano/Cello 
   

 This combination of musical talent consists of violinist David Puls, cellist Cynthia Puls, and pianist 
David Cooper. They offer several musical programs. If you are studying about Europe, the United 
States, or a certain time period, they can create a program to support your learning theme. All pro-
grams can be geared to a variety of grade levels and work to delight and inspire young minds. They 
also share concert etiquette to help students become aware of their role as “audience” (counts for 3 
selections). 
   For biographical information on Cynthia and David Puls, see their individual pages. 

 

Michelle Waters – Visual Arts 

   Michelle Waters is a photographer, visual storyteller and image transfer artist. She teaches art tech-

niques through the Parkersburg Art Center, and through independent lessons. Michelle graduated from 

the University of Akron with a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Art, with an emphasis in Photography and a Mi-

nor in Commercial Photography. Michelle has traveled the world photographing people and events, and 

has been featured in several local and national publications for her work. She has also had numerous art 

exhibits showcasing her photography, sewing and image transfer work. Michelle loves to inspire people 

to tap into their own creativity, and to let go of perfection.  

 

J.D. Williamson – Cartoon Art/storyteller 
  

   PBS Storyteller, Author, Singer, and Artist J.D. Williamson will amaze and astound your students 
with his humorous and zany educational entertainment programs. J.D. sings and tells stories while 
drawing with audience participation. J.D. offers a variety of shows: “Buckeye and Mountaineer History 
Heroes! Read it, Write it, Tell it!”, “The Reading Express: Johann Gutenberg is Texting You!,” Anti-
Bullying Programs: Character Counts and Manners Matter”, Thomas Nast: Civil War Artist”, “The Se-
cret of Silence Dogwood: America’s First Editorial Cartoonist (Ben Franklin), and The World’s Geog-
raphy. J.D. can design programs to meet specific learning goals and current classroom topics on re-
quest from teachers, with some advance notice. All presentations include student participation. 
Besides Ohio True and Tall Tales, J.D. Williamson also performs Tales about his home state of WV. 
   J.D. Williamson received a B.A. in Fine Arts from Berea College; he recently performed eight origi-

nal stories and sketches for PBS television called, “Read It, Write It Tell It.”. J.D. performs at area festivals and in 
summer reading programs. 
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Do not remove this form. Please make copies or use the QR Code.                                           
     
 
 

 
  

Arts Education Catalog Form 

 
 
Please copy this form. 
 
 
SCHOOL INSTRUCTIONS: To be filled out by the teacher on the day of the artist visit. 

 
 

Name of School:_____________________________________________________________ 

Teacher and grade:___________________________________________________________ 

Signature:___________________________________________________________________ 

Printed teacher’s name: ________________________________________________________ 

Name of Artist: _______________________________________________________________ 

Date of Presentation: __________________________ Time of Presentation:______________ 

                                                                                   

Number of UNITS to be used: ______ Study Guide provided by Artist:   ____ (yes)   ____ (no) 

 

 
(Artist will complete this form and submit to Artsbridge.) 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTIST : To be filled out by artist on completion of presentation and submitted to Artsbridge. 

 
I have completed this presentation and understand that I am to be compensated for _______ number of units. 
 
I provided the teacher with my Study Guide prior to presentation.  ____ (yes)   ____(no) 

 
 
Artist  (signature): ___________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Please send or drop off completed form to Artsbridge. Thank you! 
 
Mailing Address: ARTSBRIDGE, P.O. Box 1706, Parkersburg, WV 26102 
 
Physical address: 925 Market Street, Parkersburg, WV 26101 

 

 

QR code:  
Artists completed 
presentation form 
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*Please make copies of this form as needed or use the QR code 

 
 
 

 
Teacher Evaluation of Catalog Artist’s Presentation 

 

 
 
School_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Teacher _______________________________________Grade___________  
 
  
Artist__________________________________________ Date ____________ 
 
 

 Our funding sources ask about value of performance.  Please share your insights with us.  
  

Thank you. 
 

  In what way do you think this performance positively impacted your students? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please tell us using the 1-5 scale: 1 being the lowest; 5 being the highest 
 
         Was the Study Guide helpful and informative?...............................................1   2   3   4   5 
 
         Were the students receptive and engaged by the performance?......................1   2   3   4   5 
 
         Did the performer encourage questions and feedback from the audience?.....1   2   3   4   5 
 
         How would you rate the overall quality of the presentation?..........................1   2   3   4   5 
 
 

*We welcome any additional comments you might share. Please use the back of this sheet. 
Thank you for your valuable time and assistance! As our funding and grants are dependent 
on the return of evaluations, we greatly appreciate your assistance. 

Diane McDonald, Programs Coordinator 

 
 

Please return to: 

ARTSBRIDGE, P.O. Box 1706, Parkersburg, WV 26102 
(Wood County Schools:  Return via Pony System) 

 

QR code: 
Teacher   
Evaluation of 
Catalog Artists 
Presentation 
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Artists-on-Tour Series 2022-2023 

 

Allan Wolf - “Poetry Palooza!” 
 

Whatever the grade-level or occasion, the main objective of this presentation is to get 

your audience jazzed about poetry and the power of words. Allan Wolf, an award-

winning poet and master presenter, performs poetry from memory, mixing theatre, 

music, and audience participation. Students will experience contemporary and classic 

poetry in a wide variety of styles and subjects.  With nearly a thousand poems commit-

ted to memory, Wolf is able to tailor his content and approach to suit nearly any audi-

ence and any occasion.  Perfect for kicking off a poetry unit or to celebrate National 

Poetry Month. Wolf gives students an opportunity to meet a real working author while 

learning how we transform words into poetry and how poems transform the 

ordinary into the extraordinary.  
 

September 26th-29, Suggested for 3-4 grades 

Hobey Ford-”Migration” 
 

In this sequel to Animalia, Hobey Ford returns to the natural world of animals to 

explore the wonders of migration through the story of a Mexican girl named 

Beatriz and her own migration to the United States. The story of Beatriz’ journey 

is juxtaposed with the stories of other animals that migrate; Monarch Butterflies, 

polar bears, the Godwit bird and the Sperm Whale. The puppets in Migration 

are Hobey’s original “Foamies,” carved foam rod puppets. These extremely 

realistic puppets are performed behind a thin circular theatrical screen onto 

which is projected Hobey’s original artwork. The scenes are animated to take 

the audience along on the journey of these incredible creatures. The puppets 

appear to be performing within the video projections. Hobey performs this pro-

duction in full view in his role as storyteller, puppeteer and animator creating a 

seamless and almost hypnotic dance between the puppeteer, puppets and 

original artistic scenery. A gorgeous production with a touching story of hope 

and change, this is a performance that will thrill your students. 
 

November 14th-17th, Suggested for 5-6 grades 

Zak Morgan -”Welcome to Zakland!” 
 

Join Zak on a magical journey into the musical world called Zakland. There 

we learn the power of imagination and that anything is possible if you try 

hard and believe in yourself.  
 

March 6th-9th, Suggested for Kindergarten-2nd grades 
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More information is available at www.artsbridgeonline.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The Arts Education Program is funded in part by: 

 
West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture, and History and the National Endowment for the Arts, with approval 

from the West Virginia Commission on the arts, Ohio Arts Council which receives support from the State of Ohio 

and the National Endowment for the Arts, Fenton Foundation, The Bernard McDonough Foundation, Marietta 

Community Foundation, Parkersburg Area Community Foundation, United Way Alliance of The Mid-Ohio Valley  

and by contributors to the Artsbridge Fund. 

 

 

   

 

   


